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Some lessons learnedé 

Thirty years ago, July 1986, I bought a new boat. A bright 
red Stingray walk thru bow rider 21 foot. 260 HP Mercruiser 
Inboard/Outboard.  At purchase I leased a covered enclosed 
RV stall behind boat dealer. This kept sunôs damaging UV 
rays away from gel coat, varnish and upholstery.  For con-
venience I left the boat in driveway first two summers some-
times with cover sometimes without.  Several times the boat 
went thru big thunderstorms with drain plug still installed. 
Bilge pump always worked except for a few times when bat-
tery was dead from leaving radio on! One time the motor 
well had 10 inches of water but still below oil pan.  I thought 
OK no damage. By the way, this is called ñtrailer sinkingò.  I 
also used to rinse off the boat and the carpet and the motor to 
get rid of the dust accumulated from winter storage in the 
boat locker dirt floor. I also transom mounted several trans-
ducers for fish finder,  depth sounder and water temperature 
always sealing the transom penetrations  (above the water 
line) for the wiring with 3M 4200 caulk and the little small 
ñclam shellò decorative covers.  I never checked the sealing 
for the speedometer tubing that was factory installed.  I never 
checked if this tubing was above the water line as the swim 
platform blocked viewing the lower part of the transom. 

My computer guru had great knowledge of boats as he was a 
partner in Austin Boats and Motors. One day in 2002 while 
he was walking past the boat in the driveway he started tap-
ping on the transom with the plastic handle end of a small 
screwdriver.  He said ñJohn, I think you have a serious prob-
lem with the transom.  I think it is very rottenò.  He was 
right.  I had the core of the transom replaced at Custom 
Boats of Austin   ($ 3500). I watched part of this repair my-
self after removing the motor and lower unit.  Basically they 
grind out the interior fiberglass of the transom and then re-
move all the exposed rotten wood, re-glass in the new ply-
wood and then re-glass the interior.  They ground using no 
eye protection, no breathing protection, no skin protection . 
These fibers were going everywhere in the boat and in the 
carpet, sticking to the upholstery. Now I had a strong new 
transom and a big mess to clean up. I also had to reseal every 

Members have registered for some of our advanced courses, 

so the Seamanship Course and the Navigation Course are 

scheduled to start this February.   We hope to complete the 

Seamanship Course by April and still have time to start and 

complete the Piloting Course before we start our summer 

boating. 

USPS has recently released a booklet designed to provide 

boating information to new boaters especially those that just 

purchased their first boat or about to buy their first boat.  It 

is concise and not designed to replace our Americaôs Boat-

ing Course.   It is a primer, a boaterôs first boating safety 

education course.  The title is Boating Primer.  This no-cost 

booklet will be distributed to new boat owners through boat 

dealers or through members at boat shows and other boat-

related activities.   View the primer online on the USPS Ed-

ucation department website, usps.org/national/eddept. 
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penetration on the exterior transom.  Would you believe 
there are 49 penetrations! 

But thatôs not the end of problems with water and the boat.  
You might recall last summer at our rendezvous at the Fish-
ers,  I lost the alternator and could not reliably give boat 
rides. I replaced the alternator for the third time! Whatôs 
causing these failures?  I took the bad alternator apart.  I 
found extensive rust that would flake off, get on the slip 
rings and wear out the carbon brushes. Lesson: Do not 
wash off the engine and alternator! 

Well the boat now has about 600 engine hours.  Over thirty 
years thatôs about 20 hours per year. Shamefull!!  Just re-
member: ñKeep the boat in the water, keep the people in the 
boat and keep the water out of the boat. 

Cdr. John Causey, SN-IN 
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     Member at Large - P/C William Smith, AP 

     Member at Large - P/C Steve Schmidt, JN 

                   Check it all out on the USPS National website! 

              USPS login page 

                             http://www.usps.org/index.php/member-s-log-in  

Cooperative Charting 

On the nautical side, there is talk by the national commit-

tee about expanding our reporting  capabilities beyond just 

the Coast Guard discrepancy reports to include other re-

porting similar to the original CCWeb reporting.  It will be 

developed by the USPS and eventually will have a credit 

and award system maintained by USPS rather than  by 

NOAA.  If you will be in Orlando for the National Con-

vention, be sure to attend the Coop Charting meeting 

10:00 - noon Thursday for a hint of what is being talked 

about. 

On the Geodetic side, Austin and D21 have moved ahead 

with quite a bit more activity.  We will see the year-end 

report in the next week or so and it will be included in the 

March issue of the Plotter.  The 2017 charting year should 

be great for us and for the district now that weôre in the 

second year and all the kinks have been worked out.  You 

can look forward to maybe a couple of squadron group 

searches and maybe even a District-wide event. 

P/C Steve Schmidt, JN 

Austin Power Squadron Coop Charting Chairman 

 

MARCH 
   7       Anthony Parker 
   8       Rob Gentry 
 14      Will Fisher 
 16      Tom Freeman 
 22      Paul Mallett 
 22      Diane Smith 
 25      Erma Campbell 
 27      Chaz Mohle 
 28      Bill Smith 
 29      Mary Evans 

FEBRUARY 
   1   Joe Dorn 
   2   Donald Hearn 
   5   Libby English 
   8   Jim Harrison 
  18  Dan English 
  25  Gabriel Parker 

http://www.usps.org/index.php/member-s-log-in


 

The January General Meeting in Photos: 

                 Members arrive early for a meet-and-greet. 

             Always ready to pose for photos. 

          A delicious meal catered by Gourmet Gals. 

               Lively conversation. 

Tables are cleared just before the start of the meeting. 

P/C Chet presents details of the September cruise. 

The program is presented by Jim Richardson from the LCRA. 

Mr. Richardsonôs slide presen-
tation was extremely relevant 
to nearly all the membersé 
topics such as problems associ-
ated with maintaining water 
levels, home owner issues, 

boating regulations, and 
marina and private dock 
issues.  He was inundated 
with many questions 
from the members.  It 
was a very educational 
and an uplifting view of 
the LCRAôs relationship 
with the community . 
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