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From the Commander: 

To all 46 of you who turned out for the 2018-19 Change of 
Watch Ceremony, thank you for being there to honor the 

outgoing, and welcome the incoming Bridges.   Your ongo-

ing support for our Squadron has stood the test of time and 

is truly something to behold.  From our original 1960ôs vin-
tage members still aboard to our newest members who are 

just now getting their feet wet, we have a great group of 

folks who come together frequently to celebrate boating 

and share the camaraderie of our group. 

 I am honored to serve as your commander for the next year 
and hope to justify your confidence in me.  However, as we 

all know, time marches on and we are becoming fewer and 

less active as we go forward as a group.  At the Change of 

Watch ceremony I likened our current situation to a moder-
ately successful major league baseball team (think Chicago 

Cubs) which had previously won the World Series but has 

been in a long slump ever since that victory with little pro-
spect for the future.  While we at APS are certainly not in 

as serious a slump, we are experiencing a decline in mem-

bership and are in need of a change of course.   We canôt 

wait 108 years as the Cubbies did to get back on top. 

Your new Bridge has given considerable thought to the fu-

ture of our Squadron and how we might turn things around 
in the near term.  We think the answer lies, in part, in re-

cruiting more and younger families who enjoy boating and 

either own a boat, have plans to own a boat, or just simply 
want to be on the water with good friends and family.  So, 

we are going to be all about recruiting this year to build up 

our farm team and get the players ready for the majors and 

the World Series. 

How and where are we going to recruit that we havenôt 

tried in the past?  Hereôs just a few of our ideas: 

 ð Organized VSC events ï Starting in mid April we will 
be having a monthly VSC event inside Mansfield Dam Park  

                                                               (continued on Page 2) 

 The Conference and hotel registration is available at 

          http://D21Conference.DSPS.org  

It is very easy to navigate and simplifies the infor-

mation and sign-up processes weôve seen in the past.  

There is an opportunity to enjoy Dallas with a couple 

of interesting venues.  The General Meeting and semi-

nars are all located in a small conference center that 

will make it quicker and easier to conduct all business 

in one dayé Saturday.  This promises to be a worth-

while trip up IH35 for our Austin members. 

 

 Host Squadron 
                   Dallas Sail & Power Squadron 

Cdr Adam T. Tunks, SN 
                              (Email Adam) 

Conference Committee 
Cdr Adam Tunks, SN - Chair 
P/Lt/C Catherine Tunks, P 
Dallas Sail & Power Squadron 

                                (Email Us) 

From the District 

https://dsps.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=50fd744fe452e746c4baf6ebd&id=b5ba4fe316&e=e79a4cf8a1
http://www.dsps.org/
mailto:commander@dsps.org
mailto:D21Conference@dsps.org
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              MAY 

May 5      Jim Pollok 

May 5      Charlis Willi 

May 7      Howard Yoas 

May 8      Wally Tuten 

May 29    Mary Pierpont 

May 31    Russell Hawkins 

 

  

              APRIL 

 1     Stephen Schmidt 

 4     Chet Geist 

21    Allen Beelitz 

21    John Donovan 

23    Milton McKinley 

28    Barbara McKinley 
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(continued from Page 1) 

one Saturday a month to offer VSCôs to large numbers of 
smaller trailered boats (think family runabouts etc.)  While 
doing our checks we will be recruiting using new PR materi-
al and asking for email addresses to send future information.  
We will be relentless! 

 ð ñIn the Water Boat Showsò - we had pretty good success 
at the Austin Boat Show in January, bringing in some new 
members and making some great contacts for the future, but 
we think the smaller, in the water shows, will work much 
better for us.  Our first show will be at Emerald Point Mari-
na on April 20th and 21st.  Please come out and show your 
support. 

 ð Safe Boating Week ï We will be doing a joint event with 
the US Coast Guard Auxillary and West Marine on May 
19th at the West Marine store in NE Austin.  What better 
place to find folks interested in boating 

 ð Membership recruitment events like Happy Hours and 
Cookouts on the Beach 

 ð More ABC Classes where we can recruit aggresively 

 ð A potential free half day, in the water class, for members 
of the public 

We must get the word out about who we are and what we 
have to offer.  Because the younger people we seek are more 

comfortable with the Digital world, we have made progress 

in making our presence known there.  To date we have: 

 ð Updated and Enhanced our Website 
www.AustinPowerSquadron.com and have recently received 
several membership inquiries from it.  Check it out if you 
havenôt looked recently. 

 ð Made more use of our Facebook page by posting all our 
events, both upcoming and past, and including links to inter-
esting boating items 

 ð Become a member of www.LakeTravis.com and adver-
tised ourselves and our events on their site. 

These are just a few of the directions we are heading, but we 

will be open to any and all suggestions, so feel free to con-
tact any of us and bend our ears with your ideas about how 

to attract and keep new members.  Itôs you squadron!  Join 

us onboard! 

Cdr. Ed Fredholm, JN 

Please feel free to submit articles for The Plotter.  

You may volunteer to write articles on upcoming 

events, past events or administrative news. Also, 

anyone, at any time, is welcome to send in pho-

tos, jokes, wanted ads, vacation travels, lake 

events, recipes, etc. without checking ahead.  All 

will be considered.  Please have articles and items 

for the newsletter in to me by about the end of 

each month.  E-mail to sr_schmidt@juno.com.  
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APS Change of Watch  

Sunday, March 25th was a great day for Americaôs Boating 

Club. 

Nearly 50 Power Squadron members gathered for the APS 
Change of Watch at Canyon Grille in Rough Hollow where 

the food and service were excellent and the weather was 

plenty good enough.   Visiting dignitaries included District 

21 Commander Jud Arnold, Houston Commander Scott 
McDonald and R/C Claire McDonald, San Antonio exec 

Tony Gobernatz and Admin Officer Lee Gobernatz.  USPS 

National Secretary Howard Yoas and Mary Pierpont led the 
APS notables in attendance who included National Govern-

ing Board Emeritus and P/D/C Herman Willi and Charlis,  

National Governing Board Emeritus P/C Chet Geist and P/
D/Lt/C Christine Geist, P/D/C Charles Strong and P/C Gin-

ny Strong,  and P/D/C  Max Werkenthin and Karen. 

John Causey ended a wonderful two-term tour as Com-
mander of the Austin chapter of Americaôs Boating Club 

and passed the con to Ed Fredholm.   John ended his watch 

just as he had begun it, by expressing his love for boating.  
He recounted a command tour where he led us to remember 

our aquatic roots by participating in many on-the-water 

events, and also advanced and adopted modernized process-
es, such as our upgraded media presence and electronic con-

ferencing. 

In taking the APS helm, Ed promised to build upon Johnôs 
successes with an aggressive membership campaign, multi-

focal media/outreach initiatives and many more water-

oriented membership activities. 

It was an afternoon full of commemorations of things past, 

appreciation of good people present, enthusiasm and hope 
for the future.   Ginny and Charles Strong received Life 

Member awards and pins, Eugene Crouch got his 50-year 

membership plaque and pin.  John Causey got his past com-

manderôs flag, and he and Sandy sponsored Madden Fund 
contributions, as did Jud Arnold.  Ed Fredholm got his 

Commanderôs flag and stepped up to take charge, while all 

present joined in the pledge of membership with new col-

leagues Leslie and John Reynolds. 

Sunday, March 25th was indeed a wonderful day. 

Lt. Jim Pollok, S 

Introducing the 

2018ð2019 

Austin Power Squadron 

Bridge 

           Commander 
   Cdr. Ed Fredholm, JN  

Executive Officer 
Lt/C Deborah Parker 

        Education Officer 
P/D/Lt/C Christine Geist, SN 

             Treasurer 
P/D/C Charles Strong, JN 

Assistant Treasurer 
    Lt. Paul Parker 

         Secretary 
P/C Ginny Strong, AP 

Assistant Secretary 
P/C Chet Geist, SN 
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2018ð2019 Elected Officersé 

Installed at the Change of Watch  

Commander:  Cdr Edward A. Fredholm, JN 

Executive Officer: Lt/C Deborah Parker 

SEO:   P/D/Lt/C Christine Geist, SN 

Admin Officer:  Open for Nominations 

Secretary:  P/C Ginny Strong, AP 

Asst. Secretary:  P/C Chester A. Geist, SN 

Treasurer:  P/D/C Charles Strong, JN 

Asst. Treasurer:  Lt. Paul Parker 

Members at Large: P/C Jesse Comeaux, JN 

   Lt James L. Pollok, P 

   P/C Stephen Schmidt, JN 

Auditing Committee 

1 Year (Chairman) Lt Eugene L. Crouch, AP 

   Lt. Shirley A. Gentry, S 

   P/C Paul Mallett, AP 

Nominating Committee 

1 Year (Chairman) P/C Jesse Comeaux, JN 

   P/C John Causey, SN 

APS FONDEST MEMORIES SERIES 

Spotlighting Chet Geist 

One of the fondest memories I have of the Austin Power 
Squadron was the annual ñStag Frost-bite Cruisesò.  These 

where held in the 1970ôs and early 1980ôs.  They were usu-

ally planned for late January or early February for the cold-

est weekend the Commander could find.  

 About four to six of the members largest (25ô to 36ô) cabin 
type boats on Lake Travis 

would head for cow creek to 

anchor for the weekend.  This 

would happen on Friday after-
noon with about three or four 

members on each boat.  We all 

had our sleeping gear be it a 
sleeping bag or some blankets.  

Our wives usually sent us off 

with desserts, casseroles, 
steaks and an assortment of 

other provisions.  Friday night 

brought welcomes and sleep 

because it gets dark early in January.                                                                    

Saturday was our big day.  It would start out with a hearty 

breakfast of bacon and eggs and other goodies all cooked on 
board the boats that had cooking facilities.  The rest of the 

day was confined to quiet, friendly conversations interrupt-

ed occasionally by someone who might be fishing and had a 
bite.  There was no TV, radio or telephone.  Cell and smart 

phones were not even invented yet.  Saturday night mostly 

consisted of a big steak dinner with baked potatoes and 

some scrumptious dessert followed by card playing and ly-
ing.  Oh, I forgot to tell you we always had a good supply of 

beer on board. 

Sunday brought another breakfast and clean-up.  We then 

would head back down the lake around noon and start talk-

ing about doing  it again next year. 

P/C Chet Geist, SN                      

VESSEL SAFETY CHECKS OFFERED AT 
MANSFIELD DAM ï APRIL 14, 2018 

Mark your calendars and get ready for a fun and safe 

boating season.  The Austin Power Squadron will be 

offering free vessel safety checks on Saturday, April 

14, 2018 from 8 am to 4 pm at Mansfield Dam Park.  

The park is located off of Hwy 620 at 4370 Mansfield 

Dam Park Road.  We are asking for volunteers for the 

event.  Members not certified are invited to help with 

manning the booth and passing out information on the 

squadron. 

Please let me know if you are available to work one or 

more shifts.  Thanks in advance for your help. 

Charles V. Strong, JN 

cvstrong1@sbcglobal.net 

512-845-7225 

COOPERATIVE CHARTING (CoCh) 

The results of the 2017 charting year are now posted 

on the National Website.  In the Geodetic program, 

District 21 remains 3rd in the nation and Austin squad-

ron climbed to number 6 in the last few months of the 

year. We have at least four on the Honor Roll. 

On the Nautical side, with the slow development of 

clearcut procedures, there has been very little partici-

pation in D21. As the information needed comes avail-

able on the national website, APS, will be more apt to 

travel to the coast for nautical searches.  We hope to 

make at least one trip during the year. 

P/C Steve Schmidt, JN 


