
The  Plotter   Volume       Issue 

2016 

Americaõs Boating Club   È 

August 2017 55 5 

From the Commander: 

Last month I quoted the TPWD News Release about Zebra 
mussels invading Lake Travis. When pulling your boat out 
of Lake Travis the regulations about cleaning, draining and 
drying your boat, your trailer and all onboard receptacles is 
hard to enforce.  Even if we had an inspector at every one 
of the 1500 boat ramps in Texas we might be able to en-
force and prevent the spread of Zebra mussels. But we 
donôt have those inspectors. So we must rely on boaters to 
voluntarily self-enforce. Frankly I donôt think we will see 
100% compliance. And it will only take one gallon of in-
fested Lake Travis water to be transported to Lake Austin 
or Lake LBJ to start new colonies. As far as I know so far 
there are no posted signs at boat ramps about the require-
ment to clean, drain and dry your boat.  

On a more positive note I would like to share with you sev-
eral of my favorite websites which you can subscribe to for 
daily updates. 

By far the most interesting to me and very active is the US 
Coast Guardôs ñnews roomò. There you will see perhaps 10 
to 30 postings per day of rescues, searches, medevacs, drug 
smuggling, human smuggling, oil spills, sinkings, repatri-
otations, canal and river closures, and more. Go to https//
www.uscg.mil. On that page look on the top menu for 
ñnewsroomò Then click ñsubscribe to CG newsò This will 
bring up another menu where you can select which type or 
area of news is of interest to you. (we are in CG District 8)  
There are lots of videos of rescues by helicopter, rescue 
swimmers, photos of drugs seized, search results, oil spills, 
and barge tows breaking up blocking locks and rivers. I am 
always fascinated by the number of air medevacs from 
commercial cruise ships and frequently not that far from 
the port of embarkation. (I donôt know why people get sick 
just a few hours after boarding maybe the little drinks with 
umbrellas??) 

If you want get your daily dose of whatôs new in the boat-
ing/marine world of new boats, manufacturing news, new 
technologies, trends, jobs (yes jobs), mergers, bankruptcies, 
boat shows, new marinas do this: Search ñTradeOnlyToday
-Boating News for the Marine Industryò From this main 

page in the upper right hand corner click Subscribe. Then 
fill out all the questions that would make you look like a 
òprofessionalò (ñlie a littleò) and submit. Each day you will 
get all the marine news fit to print. (After allðPower 
Squadron members are professionals arenôt we?) 

Okay Iôll admit Iôve always dreamed of being a tugboat 
captain pushing barges up and down the Mississippi river 
at very slow speeds. It was the technical challenges that 
lured me. Well the closest Iôve come is to have and drive a 
trawler (maybe do the Great Loop someday). So hereôs a 
website you can subscribe to. Most of the posts are about 
trawlers and trawlering, Discussions about engines, air con-
ditioning, electronic navigation, routes, shoaling and best 
of all travel blogs. There is also an extensive ñlinksò sec-
tion. If interested go to Trawlering.com and follow to the 
subscribe area. Trust me you will learn much about boats 
whether they are trawlers or not. 

Cdr John Causey SN-IN 

Register Now! 

The following are the courses that will be on the Fall 2017 
schedule.  First scheduled will be Piloting and then Ad-
vanced Piloting.  With the completion of either one of 
these you will receive credit for an Advanced Grade.  Pilot-
ing and Advanced Piloting are both ten weeks (in two-hour 
sessions).  Advanced Piloting builds on the navigation tech-
niques taught in Piloting, so this course has to be complet-
ed first.   
One Elective course will be scheduled.  Marine Electrical 
Systems is one of three marine electronics courses offered 
for credit as an Elective Course.  This is a seven week 
course (in two-hour sessions).  It covers the practice of wir-
ing a boat, direct and alternating current power, galvanic 
and stray current corrosion, lightning protection and trou-
bleshooting. Communications and electronic navigation are 
covered the other two marine electronics courses.  
Depending on the number of students, classes will be held 

at Travis County West Service Center for larger groups or         
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COOPERATIVE CHARTING 

The Coop Charting meeting at the National Governing 

Board Meeting in Dallas will be Thursday morning, 

Sept. 14, 10:50ð12:15.  Hope to see you there to hear 

the latest developments in the restructured Nautical re-

porting procedures. 

P/C Steve Schmidt, JN 

 

at a private home for a small group.  Times for the classes 
will be in the evening during the week or on Sunday after-
noon. 

Any member wishing to challenge one of the USPS courses 

may do so.  If the order and completion goes through our 

squadron, you may be eligible for our Bartz Fund course 

reimbursement depending on your merit mark status.  

The course schedule will be emailed to our members and 

listed on our website, www.austinpowersquadron.org.   

Registration for the courses will be online at www.usps.org 

on the HQ800 course registration site when the schedule is 

complete, but please let me know if you are interested in 

one of the courses mentioned above. 

Lt/C Christine Geist, SN 

Squadron Education Officer 

The Continuing Adventures of Jim and Chris 

In May, we began a road trip, headed east in what we assumed was a land trip. For the most part, it was, but ultimately we 

ended up having an unexpected number of boat and water experiences. 

Our destination was Norfolk, VA, where we were scheduled to cat sit for friends we met in Germany years ago. They were 

traveling to Germany and we agreed to keep Patches company; and since Norfolk is Jimôs hometown, he would have the 

opportunity to see some family. 

From Norfolk, I flew to Edinburgh to join my second folk music tour of Scotland. We traveled by bus, but since Scotland 

has so much coastline and many rivers and lochs, I was seeing and photographing lots of water. We spent two nights in 

Plockton, a seaside village where the seafood was the best I can remember.  Last year, I took a boat cruise to see seals; how-

ever this year we used our time in Plockton to visit the nearby Isle of Skye.  

We then traveled to the port of Oban and took a ferry to the Isle of Mull. I enjoy the 

ferries in Scotland, since one can enjoy food and beverages on board while enjoying 

the scenery. From Mull we took a passenger ferry over to the sacred island of Iona. 

The abbey is a must-visit site and the view out to sea is known to be magical. I 

found it so and was inspired to write some haiku, including one about the sea. 

                                     sea and sky intersect 

                                          Celtic crosses protect 

                                                Sound of Iona 

 
(continued on page 3) 

http://www.austinpowersquadron.org
http://www.usps.org
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WE WELCOME GUESTS AT OUR EVENTS 

REMINDER ! 

        The D21 Cruise/Conference is just around the corner. Refer to one of your email flyers for details. 

        The National Governing Board Meeting is being held here in our own districtðDallas.  A must-go. 

                      Go to www.usps.org  or  http://www.usps.org/d21/  for last minute information. 

A FUN PLACE TO BROWSE 

                            www.powerboat-world.com 

1      Chereen Fisher 

1      Scott Hearn 

10    Sarah Dorn 

12    Lindi Pollok 

14    Ginny Strong 

16    Brian Engles 

SEPTEMBER 

   1        Herman Willi 

   12      Michael Nelle 

   17      Claire Ford 

   21      John Causey 

   26      Gene Crouch 

AUGUST 

There were other water highlightsðcrossing over the Firth of Forth for a view of the new, almost-complete suspension 

bridge and hiking up the hills to look down on mountain lochs in Balquhiddar. And then there were the wonderful products 

of Scotlandôs waterðdelicious fish, beer and whisky! 

Back in Virginia, Jim went to a family birthday party that included a boat trip out to the Chesapeake Bay for the kids to 

swim in the bay. But, as sometimes happens, an incoming storm cut those plans short. It was sunny and hot when the cruise 

began so the weather was a surprise. Fortunately, Jim remembered his APS boating class lessons and took rain clothing 

along and he needed them! 

When I returned from Europe, we spent a few more days in Norfolk, visited the zoo, enjoyed some local seafood and fol-

lowed the news of the annual Harbor Fest. The television stations offered plenty of air views of the huge boat parade and tall 

ships.  

Then it was time to hit the road and we reluctantly left Patches and the water behind. 

Chris Wenk-Harrison 

16    Shirley Gentry 

19    Chereen Fisher 

22    Jim Merritt 

26    Charles Strong 

27    Gary Guilbert 

A special hello to Russel Fraser and the return guests that attended the July rendezvous at Mansfield Dam. 
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What a Way to Build a Boat 

As many of you know, Terry and I took a trip to Scandinavia during June.  Aside from the unexpected low temperatures and 

the constant drizzle, we had a great time.  Of course, Iôm always happiest on vacation when Iôve got some interesting boats to 

see.  This trip was no exception.  As a second generation Swedish American I was delighted that Swedes thought of my last 

name as common (like Smith) and also to see the beauty of these gorgeous traditional sailing vessels in Stockholm Harbor.    

The vessel on the left is impressive, but the vessel in the middle, to me, is even more so.   Both vessels are hand 

crafted and built from local woods.  The boat on the right is also interesting.  It carries lee boards (the pivoting 

wooden pieces on the middle of the hull.  Thereôs one on each side and are used by shallow draft boats to provide 

more side to side stability than a centerline keel.  Never (that I know of) used by US manufacturers, but sometimes 

seen on shallow draft homebuilt boats.  I donôt think they are normally seen on power craft.  Perhaps this vessel 

has been converted from sail. 

And finally we come to the Swedish Warship Vasa.  Built and launched in 1627 from a Stockholm shipyard, she 

was built to show the Swedish flag in Polish ports during an ongoing Baltic war with Poland.   She had the distinc-

tion of being among the most powerful warships of her time.  This was accomplished by modifying a standard 

warship design to accept a second canon deck.  Of course, the King was in a hurry and would not permit time for a 

new design to accommodate the second deck.  So, the naval architect merely lowered the first gun deck in the hull 

and extended the freeboard upwards to accommodate the second gun deck.  Result?  When the ship was launched 

and ventured under sail into the channel, she encountered a light gust of wind, heeled over to take on water through 

the open gun ports on the first deck, and  sank with a loss of 53 lives.  All under the watchful eye of King Gustavus 

Aldolphus.   An inquest was held, but no blame was assigned.  She lay in 32 meters of water with her masts cut off 

(as they were a hazard to navigation) for 333 years before being rediscovered in 1956.  Today she has been raised 

and currently lies in a Stockholm museum.  Pictures left to right are of Restored Transom, Port Side and Bow.  

Look at all that fufu.  I think the King could have benefited by having Surveyor Jim Merritt do a survey on his ship 

before launch.  

 

Lt./C Ed Fredholm, N 


