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From the Commander: 

From a Coast Guard News Release 2 JAN 2018 

ñHONOLULU ï The Coast Guard, and a good Samaritan 

assisted a 62-year old Australian mariner in his homemade 
sailing vessel three and a half miles west of Keehi Harbor, 

Maui, Sunday. 

A 45-focrew from Coast Guard Station Maui safely towed 

the 30-foot sailing vessel Kehaar Darwin to Sugar Beach, 

Maui.  Customs and Border Protection personnel will inter-

view the mariner before he resumes his voyage,  

óBeing disoriented while at sea in a vessel with no commu-
nication capabilities aboard can be deadly if not handled 

quickly,ô said Petty Officer 2nd Class Jacob Schlereth, a 

boarding officer and engineer at Station Maui. óWe com-
mend the good Samaritan for recognizing the complications 

and contacting the proper authorities to initiate a rescue.ô 

At 3 p.m., watch standers at Station Maui received a report 

from the operator of the commercial passenger vessel Trilo-

gy V stating the master of the Kehaar Darwin flagged him 

down asking for assistance. 

Reportedly he appeared disoriented and was having trouble 
making it into port. He departed Panama approximately 104 

days earlier enroute to Australia; his vessel became beset 

by weather forcing him into Hawaiian waters. He was with-
out communications equipment, an engine and his sails 

were in poor condition. 

Weather on scene was reportedly 17 to 23 mph winds and 

seas to 4 feet. 

The Coast Guard strongly recommends all mariners ensure 

they have the proper safety gear aboard their vessel prior to 

departure. Properly fitting life jackets, a VHF radio or some 
form of communication and signaling devices are examples 

of safety gear that can mean the difference between life and 

death in an emergency situation. 

The Coast Guard also strongly recommends that all mari-
ners file a float plan with a friend or family member, with 
an approximate time of return and route. It is also recom-

mended mariners check in regularly especially if plans 
should change. Mariners should check current and forecast-
ed weather prior to getting underway, and remain aware of 
changing conditions once on the water.ò 

Seems to meé This fellow could have benefitted from a 
few of our Power Squadron courses. Particularly from 
Cruise Planning, Engine Maintenance and Marine Electron-
ics (Radio Communications).  He must have learned Sea-
manship on-the-job from his 104 days on the water after he 
left Panama! I donôt know where he stopped for provision-
ing after leaving Panama but there are not many 
Whataburgers or Dunkin Donuts in the middle of the Pacif-
ic. At least he knew how to flag down help!  

Cdr John Causey SN-IN 

Additional members are needed to sign up for the boat show 
booth.  See page 4.  The USPS Virtual Trainer will be a ma-
jor part of the booth.  Volunteers will need training on the 
sophisticated piece of equipment.  Call or e-mail the com-
mander or Christine Geist for receiving this training:  
cgeist@austin.rr.com   512 327-0928 

Lt/C Christine Geist, SN 

!ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ "ÏÁÔÉÎÇ #ÏÕÒÓÅ 3ÃÈÅÄÕÌÅ ÆÏÒ ςπρψ 
-ÅÅÔÓ 3ÔÁÔÅ ÏÆ 4ÅØÁÓ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓ  ÆÏÒ ÂÏÁÔÅÒÓ ÂÏÒÎ ÏÎ ÏÒ                                          

                                                                            ÁÆÔÅÒ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ρȟ ρωωσȢ                                                     

    

                                                      -ÁÒÃÈ σȟ ςπρψ 

                                                      -ÁÙ ρωȟ ςπρψ 

                                                      *ÕÎÅ ςσȟ ςπρψ 

                                                      3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ρυȟ ςπρψ 
                 

For more information or to pre-register go to: 

https://beyondboating.org/squadron-information/?sqdno=285 

https://beyondboating.org/squadron-information/?sqdno=285
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 COOPERATIVE CHARTING (CoCh) 

Geodetic searches done before midnight Dec. 31, 2017 

will have to be submitted by the 15th of January 2018 to 

be included in the 2017 accounting.  Usually we have 30 

days to submit the report but because the tally and stand-

ings must be reported at the annual convention in Febru-

ary, the cutoff date for late December activities will have 

to be earlier. 

As mentioned in this column last month, the new Nauti-

cal program replacement of Coop Charting is now much 

better defined.  However, it was too little too late for the 

Austin Power Squadron to produce any reports.  The en-

tire District 21 didnôt fare much better.  Despite a valiant 

effort by several individuals, it appears that not enough 

of the correct information was delivered in the reports.  

It seemed to be a problem with many other districts also 

but will surely smooth out for the 2018 charting year 

with more direction in place. 

I have had to resign my membership on the National Co-

operative Charting Committee due to increasing family 

responsibilities.  I thoroughly enjoyed my 5 years on the 

committee contributing to the structuring of the new Ge-

odetic program ð my area of expertise.  I have been 

asked to continue as a geodetic advisor to the committee 

as issues arise in our reporting of mark recoveries to the 

NGS.  

Here at the squadron level, I hope to continue as earnest-

ly as ever with the Geodetic Mark Recovery and at least 

try to stay current on the Nautical effort.  

P/C Steve Schmidt, JN 

APS Coop Charting Chairman 

JANUARY  

 9       Max Werkenthin II 

18      Jesse Comeaux 

24      Terry Fredholm 

29      Randy Nini 

30      Deborah Parker 

FEBRUARY                                            

1        Joe Dorn 

2        Donald Hearn 

5        Libby English 

8        Jim Harrison 

18      Dan English 

25      Gabriel Parker 
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APS Now on LakeTravis.com 

Thatôs Right!  Our Squadron is now on LakeTravis.com.  We have been working toward this goal for several months.  To 

get to this point, a lot of time and effort has been put in by Deborah Parker on our Facebook Page, and by John Donovan in 

cleaning up and improving our website AustinPow-

erSquadron.org.   Many meetings with them and mem-

bers of the EBoard have produced some great results. 

Why LakeTravis.com? 

Before all our recent digital activity our website and 

Facebook Page got very little attention from the digital 

community.  Primarily, that was because folks had no 

real way to find us.  Sure, they could do a Google 

Search on Austin Boat Clubs, but our site seldom ever 

came up in response.  Likewise, unless someone posted 

on our Facebook Page and then shared it with others, 

there was very little activity.  And there was no way to 

target our pages to Austinites interested in joining a 

boating community.  LakeTravis.com addresses those 

problems. 

 

 

Why Will LakeTravis.com Make a Difference?   

LakeTravis.com is a subscription website which has been in business for over 20 years.  Their business is advertising every-

thing related to Lake Travis.  They currently have over 300 partners subscribed to their service (including Crosswater Yacht 

Club which has been such a good partner for us).  We subscribed in late December and have been available since then under 

the Lake Fun/Boat Clubs menu at the top of their page.  If you havenôt tried this site yet, take a few minutes to explore our 

entry.  Just keep clicking to see everything.  Go far enough down and you will see popup ads for our booth at the upcoming 

Boat Show. 

How Is This Going to Make a Difference to APS? 

As mentioned above, weôve had very little exposure to internet inquiries or FaceBook searches due to the publicôs difficulty 

in finding us.  LakeTravis.com receives several thousand ñhitsò a month, and almost all of those come from folks interested 

in Lake Travis in one way or another.  Through LakeTravis.com we now have two major ways of getting ourselves in front 

of the Austin boating public. 

First, simply clicking on ñLake Funò under the main menu takes the user to a sub menu where he can click on ñBoat Clubsò.  

Scrolling down takes him to a display of four boat clubs, ours being the top most listed, and the other three clubs are ñBoat 

Condoò organizations.  Ours is the only true boat club.  Clicking on our picture here takes one to our LakeTravis.com page 

where lots of info about us is posted.  Scrolling down this page youôll see contact info, a link to our website, a blurb about 

who we are, a list of upcoming APS events, a photo gallery, a link to our Face Book Page and a place for comments.  Also 

available is a ñmessage usò box.   

Second, every time we post an event on our Face Book page, it will automatically show up on the LakeTravis.com main 

page, as well as, on our individual page on LakeTravis.com.  Right now, we have only posted about the upcoming Austin 

Boat Show, but we will be posting as many events as possible in the future.   Everyone of those posts will get some atten-

tion, hopefully bringing visits to our website and Facebook.  Stay tuned!!  

Lt./C Ed Fredholm, JN 

APS Executive Officer 
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A Cruise 

One time we chartered a ñcaptained bareboatò to the Dry 

Tortugas.  We were aboard an OôDay 37 Center Cockpit---

staid and comfortable, but certainly no greyhound.  In addi-

tion to Lindi and me there were a couple of guys we hadnôt 

known (one of them repeatedly filched my beer), and the 

young captain who didnôt want to be called that.  Said he was 

the tour guide.   

We left Tampa Bay in the afternoon and sailed through that 

first night.  Lindi and I were off watch when the wind kicked 

up, and about 0200 the tour guide rousted us out to shorten 

sail.  He took the wheel and headed up while the two guys 

rolled the overlap out of the genny, and Lindi and I cranked 

about 2 feet of the mainsail into the roller-furling boom.  The 

big sloop regained her composure, got back on course and 

jogged right along.  We flopped down against the coach 

house to rest and savor the whistling dark, our feet on the lee 

lifelines.  Black water hissed along the hull.  A dim moon 

revealed thin black clouds scudding across a black sky.  The 

rigging hummed in the wind.   It was really dark.  But some-

thing was out there, an indistinct wake shining not far be-

yond our boat shoes, a vague black-on-black shape.   A 

hoarse, wheezing sigh startled us, then once again with a fet-

id fishy smell, and it was gone.  Or we were.   

Warm wind in your ears, black water sizzling along-

side, wires moaning their siren song, winging south.   

You canôt get a better night than that. 

Our glowing wake trailed like pixie dust. 

Lt. Jim Pollok, S 

January 2018 Member Benefit Feature:  

 

APS members receive 20% off at Wyndham and Wyndham 

group hotels.  

Whether you are looking for an upscale hotel, an all-

inclusive resort or something more cost-effective, US 

Power Squadron members can save on rooms at over 

7,500 participating hotels worldwide. Wyndham Hotels 

are offering USPS Members  20 percent off  the ñBest 

Available Rateò at participating locations every time you 

travel. Visit Wyndham Rewards or call our special mem-

ber benefits hotline 1 - 877 - 670 - 7088  (be sure to 

mention  Corporate Code # 1000007487 ) and 

reserve your room today! 

This is what the new VSC business  
 cards will look likeé a sneak preview. 

Marine Electrical Systems

The Marine Electrical Systems course explains what electricity is,

discussions on boat electrical wiring, DC and AC electrical systems,

galvanic and stray current corrosion, lightning protection,

and extensive troubleshooting of boat electrical problems.

The course includes detailed instructions on how to use a

multimeter to solder and crimp electrical wiring circuits, and 

how to read electrical wiring diagrams. This course can be used 

as a reference guide for anyone interested in properly maintaining

their boat electrical system.

DATES: Start January  10, 2018, 7 PM to 9 PM (7-week course)

LOCATION: To be determined

FEE: Member: $50.00, Non-Member: $75.00

CONTACT: Christine Geist: 512-343-2628 or education.austinpowersquadron.org

http://www.wyndhamhotelgroup.com/?corporate_id=1000007487
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The Austin Boat & Travel Trailer Show, January 18-21, 2018 

The Austin Boat and Travel Trailer Show is an annual event that showcases local boat dealers with ski boats, fishing boats, 
yachts, bay boats, pontoons, wake sport boats, and kayaks as well as a large selection of RV Dealers featuring travel trailers, 

toy haulers, teardrop trailers, and fifth wheels. This outdoor lifestyle event attracts over 7,000 attendees that are seeking in-

formation on getting outdoors and exploring Central Texas lakes, parks and trails.  

The Austin Power Squadron will be participating this year to create awareness of the squadron and what we do, attract new 

members and individuals interested in our education courses.  Help us spread the word and let your boating friends know to 

stop by and see us at Booth # 903, at the Austin Convention Center.   

 

              Admission: (good for all four days) 

                            $10- Adults 
                      $6- Children 7-12 
                       $6- Seniors 60+ 
                  Free- Children under 7 

 

We will offer an opportunity to take a spin on a Boating Skills 
Virtual Trainer for demonstration and use by Austin Boat Show 

attendees. The Boating Skills VT is a USPS training unit funded 

by a grant from the U.S. Coast Guard with advanced water phys-

ics developed by Virtual Driver Interactive (VDI). Supporting 
partners include Brunswick Marine Corporation, BoatUS Founda-

tion, Mercury Marine, Boston Whaler and the National Safe Boat-

ing Council.    

We hope to see you there! 

Hours: 

  Thursday, Jan. 18 ï 4-9pm 

Friday, Jan. 19, Noon to 9pm 

Saturday, Jan. 20, 10 am to 9pm 
Sunday, Jan. 21, 10 am to 5pm 
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Causey, John **

Donovan, John YES YES YES YES YES

English, Dan YES YES

English, Libby YES YES

Fredholm, Ed** YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Geist, Chester YES YES

Geist, Christine**

Mohle, Chas YES

Parker, Deborah** YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

Parker, Paul YES YES

Pollok, Lindi YES

Pollok, Jim YES

Strong, Charles YES

Strong, Ginny YES

Schmidt, Steve YES

Notes:

1-Booth volunteer must be checked-out on Virtual Trainer.

2- Only two trained  volunteers in booth per shift.

3- Sign-up for two shifts if possible; shift is 3-hours long; two volunteers per shift.

Thursday, 18 Jan Friday, 19 Jan Saturday, 20 Jan Sunday, 21 Jan

Spreadsheet by Christine Geist 
Lt. Deborah Parker 

PR Committee Chairperson 



    Page 6 

First Time at the Boat Show: 

The USPS Boating Skills Virtual Trainer 

Wishing You Peace and Joy This Holiday Season  

Dot and I wish that peace and joy will be with you 

and your families over the coming holiday season and 

beyond. 

 

We deeply appreciate your hard work and enthusiasm 

on behalf of United States Power Squadrons, Americaõs 

Boating Club. We would not be celebrating 104 years of 

making our waters a safer place without you ñour 

volunteers, instructors and  membersñand the fellow-

ship we share. 

 

Nothing is stronger than the heart of a volunteer, and 

our success is proof of your hard work and dedication. 

 

Dot and I are extremely grateful for your friendship 

and your wonderful work on behalf of this great organ-

i zat i on. 

 

Thank you,  

Louie and Dot  

In Case You Missed It: 

           Chief Commander Louis Ojeda 

Around the Lakes: 

Inks Lake lowered for six weeks 

LCRA has temporarily lowered Inks Lake about 8 feet as a 

service to customers and lakeside property owners. 

The drawdown gives property owners an opportunity to 
repair and maintain docks, retaining walls and other shore-

line property, as well as to dredge, remove debris and per-

form other maintenance work. The drawdown also assists 
in nuisance aquatic vegetation management by exposing 

plants to cool, dry winter weather that kills off the leaves 

and stems. 

The drawdown began Jan. 2 and will end about Feb. 13. 

National Convention in Orlando: 

The United States Power Squadrons 2018 National Annual Meeting 

is 6 weeks away. The hotel, Rosen Centre, is filling fast for the 

discounted rates. The events are filling fast as well and the early 

bird discount rate deadline is 8 January. You can register at https://

www.usps.org/php/reservations_new/meetings.php?mtg_id=21 

The Agenda is now posted on the Meeting website (link above). 

Information about the tours and department luncheons available (all 

are invited), are available. 

The newsletter is coming in the next day or two so please watch the 

website for it. 

Remember - everyone is invited to attend from members, non-

members, squadron, district and national leadership and committee 

members. ALL can attend the luncheons, tours, published dinners 

and most meetings. Check the agenda for details. We encourage 

you to attend as voting will occur at the meeting on Saturday, and 

attending meetings will help keep the communication flowing from 

the squadrons to national. Just like every other organization, our 
annual meeting is for you - our members and partners. Lets have 

some fun and learn the latest in our favorite boating community! 

Excerpted from Kristi Anderson on SailAngle.com 

 



2017 Holidays PartyðGerman Style! 

Upon entering the Saengerrunde Hall, we see a great ballroom with high ceilings decorated in a German Fashion.   Nearing 
the front of the room, small tables with table clothes are set for seating with beautiful nutcracker centerpieces from Mary 

Ann Schmidtôs nutcracker collection.  Three larger tables are adorned with food; one with sliced turkey, ham, baked salmon, 

and fresh, raw vegetables.  Another table is covered with fine cheeses and fruit.  Yet another table has delicious desserts of 

Christmas cookies, peanut brittle, banana bread and chocolate fudge.  Cold beverages were available. 

Decorations included a small replica of Ed Fredholmôs boat which was built by Charles Strong and displayed as the main 

center piece.  Poinsettias added a holiday spirit to the room. 

After eating, many members enjoyed the display of scrapbooks.  The photographs showed the ñover 50 yearò history of Aus-

tin Power Squadron.  Chet Geist is in several pictures as a Charter member, helping to start the ASP in 1961,  and is still a 

leader today in the Squadron.  Thirty-eight members attended the party. 

Lt. Jan Comeaux 
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