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From the Commander: 

Terry and I have to apologize for missing the Annual 

Meeting, but we just couldnôt pass up spending some qua-

lity time in Mexico with friends from my Spanish group.  

My thanks to all of you who attended the February mee-

ting and voted on the the new budget and all the Bridge 

and Committee nominations.  In particular, many thanks 

to Deborah Parker for, once again, filling in for me on 

short notice.  And finally, thanks to all of you for allowing 

me to serve as your commander for yet another year. 

 

As was mentioned at our last couple of meetings, we will 

be automating the event RSVP and payment system this 

year starting with the Change Of Watch invitation in 

March  Hereôs a summary of the changes coming: 

 

Constant Contact invitations sent earlier to allow you   

more time to coordinate your calendars 

An RSVP button to allow you to immediately say yes or 

no to an event, and to tell us who is coming with you - 

no need to email and no more calls 

A credit card payment method for positive RSVPôs.  If 

you just donôt want to do a credit card, weôll give you 

an option to mail a check 

A deadline for your RSVP and payment 

 

Next on my list is to remind you of the upcoming District 

21 Spring Conference at Sea Star Base Galveston April 

5th thru 7th.  You have received a ñSave the Dateò email 

from Constant Contact in past few days with a link to all 

the details.  Please consider attending and helping APS 

achieve another great turnout. 

 

And, of course, I know that many of you are planning to 

go to the Coop Charting event in May.  The more, the me-

rrier I say.  It was great last year, and I have no doubt it 

will be just as much fun this year. 
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certificate number and password and city. 

*Registration for Americaôs Boating Course is done 

online at: 

www.austinpowersquadron.org.  Click on the Americaôs 

Boating Course site and enter your postal zip code.  Regis-

tration is also available on the Texas Parks and Wildlife 

Department boating education site: http://

tpwd.elementlms.com/. 

The Piloting Course (Marine Navigation) started on Feb-

ruary 3rd and is progressing with three students.  Comple-

tion will be at the end of March.  

On February 24, after the membership meeting at Vaquer-

os Restaurant, the Basic Weather and Forecasting semi-

nar was completed by six members. 

 Americaôs Boating Course, is scheduled three times this 

year at the Travis County West Service Center, 4501 

Ranch Rd 620 North.  The dates for the classes are March 

2, June 1 and July 27, 2019.  This course has been updated 

to conform to the ANSI/NASBLA Standards.  Americaôs 

Boating Course is approved to obtain the required Texas 

Parks and Wildlife boat operator certificate for anyone 

born on or after September 1, 1993, who wishes to operate 

certain vessels on public water ways of Texas.   

Lt/C Christine Geist, SN 

Squadron Education Officer 
(continued on page 2) 
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And finally, an update on Cahlita on Vancouver Island.  I 

spent the first two weeks of February on board Cahlita.  Pre-

tty darn comfortable with temperatures in the mid 40ôs and 

plenty of electricity on the dock to run my two space heaters 

in the Saloon.  I even got to go to the Vancouver Boat Show 

which was a great experience.  However, the second week I 

was there the bottom dropped out, and I was snowed in for 

several days.  Hereôs the view from the stern of Cahlita loo-

king out of the boathouse. 

 

The snow was so wet and heavy that three boat houses sank 

in the marina.  In the picture you can see one of them sin-

king, and, remember,  thereôs a boat in there which is going 

down with the boathouse.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So,  I finally got home two days later, and this was my view 

at dinner last night in San Miguel de Allende.  Much better!! 

 

     

 

See you at COW. 

Fair winds. 

 

Cdr. Ed Fredholm, JN 

District 21 Spring Conference 

A couple of days on Galveston Island with 

your boating friends? 

Check it out here! 

https://americasboatingclubhouston.org/events-calendar/

special-events/2019-district-21-spring-conference/ 

You will find the schedule of events, registration form, costs 

and a couple of suggested hotels. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Plotter is the official publication of the Austin Power 

Squadron, a unit of the United States Power Squadrons. 

 

Address correspondence and contributions to the editor: 

Steve Schmidt, phone 512 909-4825  

Or to e-mail address: secretary@austinpowersquadron.org 

 

We retain the right to edit any material submitted to               

The Plotter. 

 

Unless otherwise noted, photos by Matt Syptak                       

and Steve Schmidt 

 

     APS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

      Commander ï Cdr. Ed Fredholm, JN 

      Executive Officer ï Lt/C Deborah E. Parker, S 

      Educational Officer - P/D/Lt/C Christine Geist,SN-IN 

      Secretary -- P/C Ginny Strong, AP  

      Assistant Secretary ï P/C Chester Geist, SN 

      Treasurer ï Lt/C Paul E. Parker, S 

      Assistant Treasurer - P/D/C Charles Strong, JN 

      Most Recent Past Cdr ï P/C John Causey, SN 

      Member at Large ï Lt James L. Pollok, P 

      Member at Large ï P/C Steve Schmidt, JN 

      Member at Large - Lt Jan Comeaux 
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Election of Officers 

Voting took place at the Feb 24, 2019 meeting. 

Newly elected officers for 2019/2020: 

Commander:             Cdr Edward A. Fredholm, JN 

Executive Officer:     Lt/C Deborah E. Parker, S 

SEO                           P/D/Lt/C Christine Geist, SN 

Secretary:                  P/C Ginny Strong, AP 

Asst. Secretary:         P/C Chester A. Geist, SN 

Treasurer:                  Lt/C Paul E. Parker, S 

Asst. Treasurer:         P/D/C Charles Strong, JN 
  
Members at Large:  P/C Stephen R. Schmidt, JN 

                                   Lt James L. Pollok, P 

                                   Lt Jan Comeaux 
                                    
Auditing Committee 
1 Year (Chairman)     Lt Shirley A. Gentry, S 

2 Years                       P/C Paul Mallett, AP 
3 Years                       Lt Clint Whitaker,S 
  
Nominating Committee 
1 Year (Chairman)     P/C Jesse Comeaux, JN          
2 Years                       P/C John W. Causey, SN 
  
Rules Committee 
1 Year (Chairman)     P/C Robert H. Gentry, SN 

2 Years                       P/D/C Herman Willi Jr., SN 

3 Years                       V/C Howard E. Yoas, SN 

 

Cooperative Charting 

The CoCh committee meeting at the National Convention 

last month did not introduce any changes to the SOPôs for 

Nautical or Geodetic charting.  They reaffirmed a couple of 

earlier changes that may have not reached all squadronsé 

the additional 25 credits for reporting of ATON discrepan-

cies to the Coast Guard, and the change from a minimum of 

24 months between reporting the same geodetic mark to a 

minimum of 12 months. 

The repeat geodetic reporting doesnôt really help us im-

prove the NGS data base in Texas because we have so 

many unrecovered marks that we shouldnôt be reporting the 

same ones over and over again anyway!  I personally feel 

that the 24 months minimum was more beneficial to the 

goals of the program. 

Rewarding  the participants the extra 25 credits for turning 

in errant ATONs to the Coast Guard is a good thingé it 

takes extra effort to fill out the report to the USCG and it 

encourages participants to report minor discrepancies there-

by prompting the maintenance of these important aids to 

navigation on our Texas coastline.  

Donôt forget to mark your calendars for the May 3-5 nauti-

cal charting in the Port Aransas/Rockport area.  This event 

is planned for our Squadron only.  You have heard several 

times how much fun the was the last time we did it and I 

will expound on it again in next months Plotter.  

P/C Steve Schmidt, JN 

Austin CoCh Chairman 

March 8        Rob Gentry 

March 14      Will Fisher 

March 22      Paul Mallett 

March 25      Erma Campbell 

March 27      Charles Mohle 

    P/C Chet Geist, SN conducts the election of new officers. 

April 1        Steve Schmidt 

April 4        Chet Geist 

April 21      Alan Beelitz 

April 21      John Donovan 

April 23      Milton McKinley 

April 28      Barbara McKinley 
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Travel log: Mishaps in Mexico 

After a frigid couple of weeks in British Columbia and being 
snowed in two days beyond my expected return to Austin, thereôs 
nothing like a few days in Old Mexico with friends to warm oneôs 
body and soul.  Terry and I left Austin on the day before the APS 
Annual Business Meeting and headed south with three other 
ñwannabeò Spanish speakers.  Arriving in Mexico City, we 
looked forward to three busy days of sightseeing and good food 
before moving on to San Miguel de Allende. 

Why, you might ask, do I call this article ñMishaps in Mexicoò?  
Terry and I generally have one or two mishaps when we travel, 
but on this trip we have exceeded the norm, and not only us, but 
our companions, as well.  And, weôre only half way through the 
trip! 

Dinner on our first night consisted of Margaritas and Moles at a 
restaurant close to our hotel in the Historical Central District.  We 
even got to try a few fried crickets on a quesedilla with queso.  
Kind of salty, but an interesting flavor.  They do not taste ñjust 
like chickenò!  A great dinner. 

 

First item of the first 
full day was a visit to 
the home of Frida 
Kahlo and Diego Rive-
ra and our first couple 
of mishaps.  
Everywhere we went 
in Mexico City was by 
taxi and, fortunately, 
the hotel concierge 
was kind enough to 
make taxi reservations 
at a fixed price from the hotel.  And so, we set off with our driver 
Marc Antonio in his van for our 11:00am tour at La Casa Azul 
(Kahloôs home).  After some 20 minutes I asked young Marc An-
tonio ñestamos perdidosò (are we lost)?  He replied ñsi, si pero no 
es problemaò (yes, but itôs not a problem) with a big smile on his 
face.  We were a little nervous at this point because we were get-
ting close to our tour time, but Marc Antonio pulled it off and got 
us there with a little time to spare.  This would not be our last trip 
with Marc Antonio. 

At La Casa Azul there were two lines for entry.  One line was for 
those without tickets, for which we were told the wait was about 
three hours.  Fortunately, Terry had already purchased and prin-
ted our tickets, so we got into the short line for the 11:00 tour 
which was already moving.   As we approached the entrance I 
could see the look of panic on Terryôs face.  She had left the ti-
ckets at the hotel.  So, with no tickets, and the prospect of a three 
hour wait, we were contemplating abandoning the whole thing.  
Terry, however, was undeterred, and disappeared  
through the entry gates.  Five minutes later she returned with a 
hand written ticket and we were in.  I imagine there were some 
tears and pleading, but she came through. 

 

After lunch and a 
couple of beers at a 
neighborhood 
ñcerviceriaò it was 
time to find a taxi 
back to the hotel, so 
we headed for the 
nearest official taxi 

stand to find only one taxi available, a Toyota Corolla sized vehi-
cle which was obviously too small for the five of us.  As there 
were no other other taxiôs in sight, we went for it, squeezing in 
four in the back seat, while I rode in the front seat with my knees 
under my chin.  Shades of VW bugs in the sixties. 

Sunday night was our night at the Baile Folorico de Mexico.  We 
were all looking forward to this, as we had heard this performan-
ce was spectacular.  The building, shown here at night is pretty 
impressive.  As we enter this mavellous building we are anxious 
to be seated before the performance starts.  As before, Terry had 
prepurchased and printed our tickets beforehand.  As she hands 
them out, one of our 
fellow travelers points 
out that these tickets are 
for the Frida Kahlo hou-
se tour that morning.  
Again, with a panicked 
look on her face Terry 
heads for the ñWill Call 
Windowò and, after a 
few minutes of pleading, 
we are saved. 

And, what a spectaclular performance it was!  Dozens and dozens 
of dancers, musicians and singers who went on nonstop for about 
an hour and a half.  We all agreed that this was the best produc-
tion we had ever seen.  We highly recommend to all who might 
travel to Mexico City.  Be aware though that it is only performed 
twice a week.  I think the performers must need a lot of rest after 
doing one of these. 

 

And hereôs where Marc Antonio enters the picture again.  We had 
arranged for him to pick us after the performance, but, as usual, 
he got lost and was about 20 minutes late. 

On day two we decided to visit some parks and museums using 
the ñHop on, Hop Offò bus for transportation.  Did you know that 
Mondays are always a holiday for most  of the museums and 
parks in Mexico City?  Day two was pretty much a bust, but we 
did go to bed early and get plenty of sleep for our bus trip to San 
Miguel de Allende the next day. 

And now day three arrives and we have arranged a taxi van to 
pick us up at the hotel with all our luggage,  and take us to the 
bus station for our 11:15 bus to SMA.  We have allowed 45 mi-
nutes for the 20 minute taxi ride, so everything should be fine.  
One of us goes across the street to an ATM for more dinero and 
returns quickly only to discover he had left his debit card in the 
ATM for those in line behind him.  A panicked phone call to his  


