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From the Commander: 

 

Congratulations to our Seamanship Course students.  Our 

goal was to complete the course in two all-day sessions and 

we were successful.  Even though our Headquartersô staff in 

Raleigh must have had a hectic week preparing for Hurri-

cane Florence, they managed to grade our Seamanship ex-

ams and mail out the results before their record flooding 

started.  The students, Leslie Ebanks-Reynolds, Jon Reyn-

olds, Deborah Parker, Paul Parker and Clint Whitaker all 

passed.  

Next on our schedule is the weather seminar, Basic Weather 

and Forecasting.  This is a two-hour lecture that points out 

weather observations you should recognize to determine 

what safe actions you should take during your boating. 

We are also organizing a Piloting Course.  This class will 

not be done in two weeks!  It covers basic concepts in 

coastal and inland navigation which include piloting skills 

and instruction and use of GPS.  Let me know at 

cgeist@austin.rr.com, if you are interested in taking this 

course.  

More information on the weather seminar and the Piloting 

Course schedule will be sent out soon. 

Lt/C Christine Geist, SN 

Squadron Education Officer 

Have you registered yet for the District 21 Fall conference 

in OKC on November 2nd and 3rd?  Thereôs still plenty of 

time to register, and hotel rooms should be available right 

up until the conference, so donôt let the ñlateness of the 

hourò scare you away.  Our own Steve Schmidt will be con-

ducting a Coop Charting seminar on Saturday, and, I sus-

pect he will be talking about our very successful APS Coop 

Charting event in September.   On Friday, a professionally 

presented ñFirst Aid, CPR and AEDò course is on tap for 

the afternoon.  I will be taking this course to update and 

improve my skills in this area, and Iôm sure many of us 

could benefit by doing the same.   

Letôs all do our best to support our new OKC friends in 

hosting their first District 21 Conference.  I look forward to 

seeing as many of you there as possible!  If you are reading 

this Plotter online the following link will tell you every-

thing you need to know about the conference:   

http://www.usps.org/localusps/d21/fcregfor18.pdf 

You can also type the link on your computer or go to the 

District 21 Website for further information on registering. 

Speaking of Coop Charting, those of you who were unable 

to attend the Port Aransas event at the end of September 

missed one of APSôs best events in recent years.  Thanks to 

Steve and Chet Geist, the event went like clockwork with 

many, many ATONs checked. And, the before and after 

social events, Oh my! didnôt we have fun!!  Special thanks 

to John Donovan and Bob and Sandie Little for hosting the 

Friday night Captainsô meeting and the Saturday night 

cocktail party.   Iôm sure youôre sorry you missed it, but, 

never fear, the event was so successful that we will most 

definitely repeat it, probably in the Spring next year.  Read 

all about it in the articles inside the Plotter.  

Coming up on October 20th is our annual Lake LBJ rendez-

vous at the Fisherôs Lake House.  This year, our Executive 

Officer Deborah Parker is taking us to Octoberfest with 

beer tasting, pretzel making, Bratwurst etc.  Itôs gonna be  

http://www.usps.org/localusps/d21/fcregfor18.pdf
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Fish Story 

The day after that great co-op charting experience Ed, Lindi and 

I went fishing and had a wonderful time.   You well know what 

an amazing ecosystem the coastal wetlands are, and Mother 

Texas had her bounty on full display that cloudy morning.  Our 

skillful young fishing guide, Chet Delagarza, has an airboat and 

its speed and zero-draft requirement gave us a superb platform 

to enjoy it all.  We zipped through twisty channels, around (and 

sometimes over) mangrove-crusted islets to the Gulf edge of 

San Antonio Bay.  Getting there and back we saw greater and 

lesser herons, Sandhill cranes, teal, osprey, of course pelicans 

and gulls.  I think I saw a Peregrine falcon.  And dolphins.  And 

redfish.  Lots of hospitable redfish.  

Let me get this part out of the way now.  Full disclosure: 

¶ Ed caught the biggest redfish 

¶ Ed caught the most redfish (although some of them were 

merely inconsequential minnows) 

¶ Your author, however, is the undisputed champ of hard-

head catfish 

In that charming way that fishing is supposed to be, it really 

ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǎƘΦ 

Lindi and Ed with a double 
hookup of Redfish. 

Ed displays the intensity that 
defines real fishing. 

9 big reds and 2 happy guys. 
Lindiôs nice red filled our bag 
limit and we outraced a rainstorm 
to the dock. 

Article and photos by Jim Pollok, S 

fun! Iôll be bringing my Austin based boat to provide boat 
rides. Thatôs right, I now have an Austin based boat, as we 
have tentatively purchased a vessel on Vancouver Island in 
B.C.  Assuming the survey and sea trial goes well next 
week, Terry and I will be the proud owners of a William 
Garden designed 42ô Cruising vessel.  Her name is Cahlita 
and hereôs a picture of her.  

Cahlita will be our 
home away from 
home during the 
hot Austin sum-
mers and sheôll 
give us lots of op-
portunities to ex-
plore the PNW, 

which is something Iôve always dreamed of doing.  Iôm 
looking forward to all the fish, crab and shrimp weôre going 
to eat, assuming I learn how to catch them.  I expect weôll 
have no shortage of potential visitors, so you might want to 
be good to your commander from now on!  Iôll have some 
more details and pictures next month.  Until Next Month! 

Cdr. Ed Fredholm, JN 
  
 



    Page 3 

         OCTOBER 

     5       John Ford 

    15      Phil Wood    

    20      JoAnne Robbins 

    26      Allan Barnes 

    26      Sherri Le Wicker 

       NOVEMBER 

2      Charlie Buerschinger 

7      Ed Fredholm 

8      Granville Ott  

13    Matt Syptak 

15    Bob Little 

25    Homer Parker 

30    Christine Geist 

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS 

RODS AND RIBS 

Crosswater Yacht Club is asking for volunteers to help with 

their parking for the 5th Annual Rods and Ribs Event.  This 

event is a fundraiser for Folds of Honor https://

www.foldsofHonor.org/ a scholarship foundation that 

awards children and spouses of fallen and wounded sol-

diers.  There will be some really cool cars, a BBQ rib cook-

off. There will also be an in-the-water boat show, silent 

auction, live auction, RC boat races and more.  

There will be two shifts 12 ï 3:00 and 3:00 ï 6:00.  Please 

let us know when you would like to volunteer and you are 

free to participate in all the activities when your shift is 

over. 

Crosswater has been very supportive of our PR efforts in 

educating the public on water safety and vessel safety 

checks.  Please help us support them for this event, which is 

the largest of the year for the Folds of Honor. 

Please respond to Ginny Strong at 512-845-7225 or        

virstrong@gmail.com.  

USPS... 

LAKE TRAVIS CLEANUP 

Thanks for the volunteers that participated in the 

Mansfield Dam Park Clean Up on September 16.   

According to Keep Austin Beautiful, the sponsors, this 

was the most successful clean-up so far.  With the 

shoreline and the divers, a total of 3.23 tons of trash 

were collected and 1.31 tons of recycling. 

Thanks again to the APS volunteers that participated. 

P/C Ginny Strong, AP 

The ñClean-upò crew.   Chet Geist, Libby English, Christine 
Geist, Charles Strong, Ginny Strong and Jesse Comeaux. 

Classified Ads - help wanted 

Since we at West Marine have decided to keep this location open 
7 days a week through the winter/year around, I'm hiring 1-2 full 
time and 2-3 part time Associates.  The individual should possess 
skills in boating/marine and retail.  Both skill sets are a huge plus, 
however, I'm mostly interested in boating knowledge over retail.  
Retail is easier than the boating knowledge to learn. 

The pay will average between 10.00 - 13.00 an hour, depending 
on experience.  I need to fill these positions as soon as possible.  
Interested candidates should apply at WestMarine.com and make 
sure they choose Austin as the location they want to apply to. 

If you need any further information please don't hesitate to con-
tact me. 

Vickie L Howland 
Manager Store 50 
Austin, Texas 78757 
(512) 302-1406 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013tf1k3FM11ib5fNk_t0Zp5pFpWt-jFbSfCp0yRvKxj9XXCg6TsSzt8OX8orH7Z9wu8tN-tJ1pK8uAhn0EvEzXtejgTFFpYT3Ty9qbG1QRFGPQj9rx6c7oxz405e9lf0yqFeaYSHKcASM1pJfcKk4Nw==&c=VPfuk5mi97OwQRUKdbY1yMj1peDRWCihDbpOZRx2G7VoKDk0qo_EHw==&ch=ymmMFsgdbsBBX
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013tf1k3FM11ib5fNk_t0Zp5pFpWt-jFbSfCp0yRvKxj9XXCg6TsSzt8OX8orH7Z9wu8tN-tJ1pK8uAhn0EvEzXtejgTFFpYT3Ty9qbG1QRFGPQj9rx6c7oxz405e9lf0yqFeaYSHKcASM1pJfcKk4Nw==&c=VPfuk5mi97OwQRUKdbY1yMj1peDRWCihDbpOZRx2G7VoKDk0qo_EHw==&ch=ymmMFsgdbsBBX
mailto:virstrong@gmail.com


    

Cooperative Charting 

The long awaited and much planned for CoCh event in Port 

Aransas was even more successful than expected with 114 

ATONs being inspected.  Of these, about a dozen were 

found with discrepancies that are being reported to the 

Coast Guard for maintenance.   

The  rains let up about 9 am on that Saturday morning, Sept 

29, 2018, and work was performed over the following 4 

hours.  Three boats carried crews of 4 or 5 members.  Each 

boat had itôs assigned area to search.  The story can be told 

in the included photos.  

By coincidence two crews stopped by at the same Marina 

restaurant for a lunch break.  Each accused the other of 

ñslacking off and dereliction of dutyò but the numbers at 

the end of the afternoon showed that this was certainly not 

the case! 

The crew aboard the Terry V claims to have inspected the 

most ATONôs and those on Jesseôs Girl by far recorded the 

most reportable discrepancies while the crew of The Little 

Boat covered the largest area (the shipping channel, a por-

tion of the ICW and all of the Aransas Channel). 

The short Coast Guard reports are now being sent in and in 

the next few days, the USPS reports for credits earned will 

be put into the National/District queue.  Once the district 

chairman signs off on the reports (confirming names, local 

information and dates) the reports are reviewed by National 

for content and accuracy.  Credits will then be awarded. 

Besides all this, the social activities surrounding the event 

mushroomed into some of the most fun we have had in a 

long time.  John Donovan opened up his rental vacation 

home for our use and even arranged for pizza, beer and 

snacks for the Friday evening orientation meeting.  The 

September General Meeting was also held at that time.  

Then Saturday afternoon after the work on the water was 

done, a small group visited a wooden boat restoration busi-

ness.  Our boat-building commander went crazyé we 

thought we would have to Stitch & Glue him to the wall. 

Bob and Sandy Little invited all to their home on the island 

for a social hour before the group dinner which they also 

arranged for us.   

Enjoy these photos and watch for the rest in next monthôs 

Plotter where weôll also have a group photo of each crew.   

P/C Steve Schmidt, JN 

APS CoCh Chairman 

 

(photos by Jim Pollok, John Donovan 
 and Steve Schmidt) 

 

Each crew consisted of a captain... 

é a photographer... 

é a recorder... 

é and a happy light list checker    
and/or GPS operator. 

Some of the ATONs 

The planning and orientation meeting. 

Teamwork Lunch break (the third crew claims to have worked straight through). 


