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HURRICANE HARVEY 

Well how did we fare?  I contacted some of our members 

who had interests in the coast and here is the story to date. 

Randy and Gina’s 35 foot sail boat, Capt Mini, in the Port 

Aransas area sustained some major damage.  Randy could 

not round up a helper in time on Friday to go with him to 

the Clear Lake area so the boat stayed put.  Randy says the 

boat next to him lost its mast and took out Randy’s Bimini, 

then the finger pier broke lose causing the boat to drift into 

a fix.  He lost all his stanchions and had other top side dam-

age, but he interior had no damage.   I will try to get an up-

date from Randy in the coming weeks. 

 Bob and Sandie also in the Post Aransas area said their 

house sustained some damage on the outside from the re-

ported 125 MPH winds.  Some roof shingles came off and 

other minor damage.  The 6 to 8 foot water rise from the 

Corpus Christi bay side caused a little bit of water to get 

into the house, but it will be easy to fix.  Their biggest 

problem is no electric, but it should be on in a few days.  

They will be staying in Austin till then. 

Donald and Carol Hearn from Beaumont were on an Alas-

kan cruise and had just got back on the Friday the storm 

hit.  They were able to get to their house by taking some 

alternate routes.  They sustained no damage to the house 

from the wind or the flooding.  Their only concern was lack 

of good water.  Their business only suffered some minor 

leaks and they are good to go. 

I have not heard from Jesse and Jan Comeaux.  Jesse has 

family and property in that area hit by the storm and I am 

sure he has been busy the last week. 

Your busy-body Past Commander, 

Chet Geist 

What Every Boater Needs to Know 
Does my boat need a lookout? 

You may not be aware that there are some rules of naviga-
tion you must know and comply with when you put your 
boat in the water.  And for those of you that do know about 
these rules, this is just a reminder.   

The Navigation Rules apply to all vessels, regardless of 
type or size, on all seas, and most U.S. bays, inlets, rivers, 
and waterways.  The Rules are numbered from Rule 1 to 
Rule 38.  They are listed and explained in United States 
Coast Guard’s Navigation Center online at 
www.navcen.uscg.gov/ .   

The rule that answers the question above, Does my boat 
need a lookout?, is answered in Rule 5. 

         Rule 5  -  Look-out 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The answer is Yes.  So that the possibility of a collision is 
noticed in time all on board and all available methods and 
equipment should be used to avoid it. 

For a full list of the Rules and their explanations go to 
www.navcen.uscg.gov/ and click on Navigation Rules.  
Also you might practice the Rules on their link, Navigation 
Rules Flash Cards.  Another source of Rules information is 
the United States Coast Guard iPhone App. 

Safe Boating, 
Christine Geist 

SEO 
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COOPERATIVE CHARTING 

The Coop Charting meeting at the National Governing 

Board Meeting in Dallas will be Thursday morning, 

Sept. 14, 10:50—12:15.   It will be in room Lincoln 6, 

7, 8.  There will also be a booth at the Thursday after-

noon expo where you can speak with area representa-

tives. 

There have not been significant changes in the geodetic 

portion but the long awaited revamped nautical pro-

gram will be discussed as presently laid out.  A prelimi-

nary SOP has been completed and will be discussed 

before being published on the Cooperative Charting 

website. 

To get a preview and be better prepared to be involved, 

take a look at the new forms 7054 and 7055 on the Co-

operative Charting website.  Log in at:  

http://www.usps.org  and go to the charting pages.  

Remember those trips we used to make to the coast for 

nautical charting?  We may be back into the game 

soon. 

P/C Steve Schmidt, JN 

APS Coop Charting Chairman 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 

   1        Herman Willi 

   12      Michael Nelle 

   17      Claire Ford 

   21      John Causey 

   26      Gene Crouch 

OCTOBER 

5   Jack Ford   

20    JoAnne Robbins 

26    Allan Barnes 

26    Sherri Wicker 

Are you making the D-21  

Fall Conference Cruise? 

   12—15 October 2017 Cruise Ship Valor  

   departs from Galveston  

Remember to get your boarding passes online and to        

insure your passport is up to date. 
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Hurricane Harvey — Near Miss. 

John Donovan reports that he hadn’t yet moved his 

boat to Port Aransas.  He was within a couple of 

weeks of making the big move.  He says he will now 

keep the boat here on Lake Travis for at least a year or 

two! 

His home there received only some wind damage… he 

was very lucky.  He is now letting it out to first re-

sponders and will then do the same for others that 

have lost their homes. 

Labor Day Activities 

Members relax between Vessel Safety 

Checks (VSC’s) at  Crosswater Yacht Club 

and Marina.  Not shown—Rob Gentry. 

YOUTUBE Fun 

 
Simple Tools for Safe Navigation  
 

How does a navigational expert plan his routes on the 
water? Watch Bob Sweet, author of The Weekend Naviga-
tor & GPS for Mariners,  demonstrate how to plan a path 
using a combination of simple tools.   
 
Sweet advises to lay a course plotter ---- think hybrid pro-

tractor/compass from Geometry class ---- on a paper chart 

to establish a path to the destination, adjusting for ob-

structions. Once a safe path is determined, the waypoint 

can be activated in the electronic chart plotter and the 

journey can begin Φ 

/ƘŜŎƪ ƛǘ ƻǳǘ ƘŜǊŜΥ 

https://www.youtube.com/user/OceanGrafix 

From the August 2017 OceanGrafix Newsletter 

 

Highland Lakes CAF Airshow 

Looking for something to do in the lakes area? 

нсǘƘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ /!C IƛƎƘƭŀƴŘ [ŀƪŜǎ .ƭǳŜōƻƴƴŜǘ !ƛǊ {Ƙƻǿ 

Date: Sept 09, 2017   Time: 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM  

Burnet, TX 

THE HISTORICAL ORIGIN  

OF NAUTICAL TERMS 

Sailors seem to have their own language. One could 

wonder why they muddle up simple terms, but the fact 

of the matter is that most of the nautical terms origi-

nated way back in maritime history and have a tradi-

tion that is centuries old.  

Port and starboard seem needless ways to confuse left 

and right. But the origin can be traced back to a time 

when ships were steered with a long paddle called a 

steering board and because most men were right hand-

ed, it was placed on the right hand or steer board side. 

This evolved into starboard side.  

With the steering board on the right, it was necessary 

to put the left side to the dock or port which became 

known as the port side. The older term for the left 

side, lard board (lar-board), sounded so much like 

starboard, that term port side came into wider use. 



Whatõs Ahead for APS é 

Visit our Austin squadron website:  http://www.austinpowersquadron.org 

__ __ 
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  SEPTEMBER 

       12        E-board meeting at Crosswater marina -  email notice on its way. 

       10-17   National Governing Board Meeting, Dallas 

       30        Cheeseburgers in Paradise (see enclosed flyer) 

                    

  

  OCTOBER 

      12-16    D21 Cruise/Fall Conference 

 

                  


